


The Creation of Adam is a fresco painting by Michelangelo, forming part of the Sistine 
Chapel ceiling, painted circa 1511–1512. It illustrates the Biblical creation narrative from the 
Book of Genesis in which God breathes life into Adam, the first man. The fresco is part of a 
complex iconographic scheme and is chronologically the fourth in the series of panels 
depicting episodes from Genesis
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The Board of Works for the Cathedral of Florence commissioned 
Michelangelo to sculpt David from an enormous block of marble left over 
from another project. It was commissioned with the idea that it would stand 
in a niche on one of the cathedral’s tribunes, way up high. When 
Michelangelo was finished, they realized that it was far too beautiful to be 
placed up high, and so it was decided to build a base for the sculpture and to 
place it right in front of the main government building of Florence

Remember that the biblical figure of David was special to the 
citizens of Florence—he symbolized the liberty and freedom of their 
republican ideals

http://smarthistory.khanacademy.
org/Michelangelo-David.html





The Last Judgment is a very old subject in art history represented by many artists. The subject is the Second Coming of Christ, where Christ 
returns to judge all of mankind.

Christ separates the blessed (those who will go to heaven), who he gathers on his right, from the damned (those who will go to hell), who he 
gathers on his left. In the 9th and 10th centuries, during the Middle Ages, this scene was often represented on the doorways of churches so that 
you had a frightening image of the Day of Judgment on your way in to church.

Here, Michelangelo shows us Christ in the center and below him to his (Christ's) left are the damned who are being pulled down to hell and 
shipped to hell where they are tortured by demons.

Below Christ to his right (careful -- not our right) are the blessed who rise from their graves and float up to heaven with the aid of angels
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The Deposition is considered a narrative painting, as it tells the story of the final days of Jesus Christ. 





"The Last Supper" is Leonardo's visual interpretation of an event chronicled in all four of the Gospels (books in the 
Christian New Testament). The evening before Christ was betrayed by one of his disciples, he gathered them together 
to eat, tell them he knew what was coming and wash their feet (a gesture symbolizing that all were equal under the 
eyes of the Lord). As they ate and drank together, Christ gave the disciples explicit instructions on how to eat and drink 
in the future, in remembrance of him. It was the first celebration of the Eucharist, a ritual still performed.
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The Penitent Magdalene is a wooden sculpture of Mary Magdalene by the Italian Renaissance sculptor Donatello, created 

around 1453-1455. The sculpture was likely commissioned for the Baptistery of Florence. The piece was received with 

astonishment for its unprecedented realism. Though the "Penitent Magdalene" was the usual depiction for the many single figures 

of Mary Magdalene in art, Donatello's gaunt, emaciated figure differs greatly from most depictions, which show a beautiful young 

woman in perfect health. The Magdalene Penitent is famous for the detailed and very realistic carvings on the statue
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Bacchus, god of wine, emerges with his followers from the landscape to the right. Falling in love with Ariadne on sight, he leaps from his chariot, drawn by two 
cheetahs, towards her. Ariadne had been abandoned on the Greek island of Naxos by Theseus, whose ship is shown in the distance. The picture shows her 
initial fear of Bacchus, but he raised her to heaven and turned her into a constellation, represented by the stars above her head
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